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 Stuart Wolf, Principal  May 2019 

As we turn the corner into the month of May it is important to keep in mind 
that there is still a significant amount of time left in the school year.  There are 
8 full weeks left of school.  The staff at Waddell is committed to helping all of 
our students reach their full potential and will do so right to the last day of 
school (Monday, June 17).  Working together, parents and teachers can help 
our students remain focused and productive for the rest of the school year.  
Eight weeks is a long stretch of time and a great deal of learning will be ac-
complished.     

  

        Continue to take time each day to ask your child how their school day 
was.  Check homework assignments to be sure they are being completed on a 
regular basis.  If you have any questions about homework or any other assign-
ments, please call or email your child’s teacher.  Of course, be sure that your 
child reads or is read to at home every day.  And please remind your child eve-
ry day how important their education is to them and to you. 

 

Our third and fourth grade students have begun to take the Smarter Balanced 
Assessment (SBAC) along with millions of other students in many states across 
the nation.  We do not test every day, so the time frame for the assessment 
will continue for the next few weeks.  The SBAC is an assessment of critical 
skills in Reading and Math.  It is a rigorous, computer based test that requires 
students to focus and give their best effort.  Third and fourth grade teachers 
have reviewed the skills with students and equally important have given our 
students the opportunity to get used to taking an assessment on the comput-
er. 

 

We usually receive the results from SBAC in late August.  These results are 
used to determine our areas of strength, both as a school and as a district, 
and areas that we need to strengthen, also as a school and as a district.  The 
results are applied in a similar way to individual students to help strengthen 
their skills throughout the next school year.     

 

Stuart Wolf                  Aisha Florez 

Principal                      Assistant Principal      

 

IMPORTANT 
PHONE NUMBERS 

Mr. Stuart Wolf 
Principal 

(860) 647-3393 

b51swolf@mpspride.org 

-------- 
Mrs. Aisha Florez 

Assistant Principal 

(860) 645– 6054 

aflorez@mpspride.org 

-------- 
Ms. Theresa Brown 

Secretary 

(860) 647—3392 

-------- 
Mrs. Carol Walker 

Nurse 
(860) 647-3394 

-------- 

Mrs. Melissa Lawton 
(860) 647-3398 
Social Worker 

-------- 

Mrs. Ashley Soltoski 
(860) 647-3398 
Social Worker 

-------- 
Cafeteria 

(860) 647-3396 
-------- 

Attendance 
 Hot Line 

(860) 647-3399 

Waddell Elementary School 

163 Broad Street, Manchester, CT 06042 

Principal’s Message 
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May 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
3rd GradeField 

Trip (Daigle & 

Mamaclay) 

Lunch Bunch– 

11:00 (Dand) 

2 
Kindergarten 

Reg Visit 

3 
Lunch Bunch– 

11:00 (Tafuto) 

4 

5 6 7 
Kindergarten 

Reg Visit 

8 
EARLY  

DISMISSAL 

@ 1:17 

9 
Kindergarten 

Reg Visit 

3rd Grade Field 

Trip to Hillstead 

10 
Lunch Bunch– 

11:00 (Osella) 

11 

12 
Mother’s Day 

13 14 
3rd GradeField 

Trip (Case, 

Pepin & 

Westfort) 

15 
Lunch Bunch– 

11:00 (Casey) 

16 17 18 
PTA Color 

Run &  

Carnival  

10am-2pm 

19 20 21 22 
3rd Grade In-

strument Demo 

@ MHS 

Lunch Bunch– 

11:00(Doherty) 

PTA Meeting 

6:30pm 

23 
Social Work 

Group Trip 

 

Family  

Literacy Night 

5:30-7:00pm 

24 
Lunch Bunch– 

11:00(Dand/

Doherty) 

 

SPRING  

CONCERT 

25 
 

26 27 
NO SCHOOL 

28 

4th Grade 

Field Trip 

29 
2nd Grade  Field 

Trip 

Mentor Trip 

30 

Field Day 

31 

4th Grade 

Field Trip 

 

———-TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK!———- 
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Kindergarten: 
Reading:  

Students are continuing to enjoy independent reading as well as guided reading.  In read-
er’s workshop students will be focusing on getting to know the characters in our books bet-
ter. We will learn about the characters in our stories by thinking about what is happening in 
all parts of the story. Readers will think about character’s feelings, thoughts, traits, how the 
character changes, and/or what the character learns. While reading independently students 
are using their strategies to solve unknown words.  They are practicing their fluency while 
rereading stories and “scooping” a string of words.  While in their guided reading groups, 
students continue to discuss the story, make connections, and think beyond the text.  
Please continue to keep reading at home.  It is preferred that students reread books multiple 
times during the two week period that they have their take- home-book bags.  Reading 
books a couple of time, aids in their fluency as well as their comprehension.  Shout out to 
parents and children that return the take-home book bags on time.  We appreciate when 
they are returned on-time as it allows us to refill them promptly and stay 
on schedule. Please return home-school book pouched EVERY Friday.  

Writing:  

Students will continue to work on writing persuasive pieces during writer’s workshop. Stu-
dents worked on identifying problems in school such as running in the hallway, or talking 
during a lesson and then wrote a persuasive piece to convince others why it is not good to 
do those things.  This month your child will learn how to write to express his/her opinion.  
They will learn to pick a topic, state their opinion and give reasons “why” they feel or believe 
a certain way.  This month your child will be assessed on their independent persuasive writ-
ing prompt, we will be looking for the following components: 1. Opinion is stated   2. Opinion 
is supported with two reasons, using words like because, and, also. 3. Conclusion statement 
at the end of their writing.  

Math 

Students are finishing up our current teen numbers and counting to 100 Math Unit.  This 
past month students have been strengthening their place value knowledge, specifically in 
regards to the tens and ones places.   At the beginning of the unit the focus was on identify-
ing and writing teen numbers.  

  We then moved on and spent a lot of time composing and decomposing teen numbers into 
tens and ones. Students should understand that teen numbers are made of one group of 
ten and extra ones.  For example:  19=10+9 or 19 is composed of 1 group of ten and nine 
ones.  Students also learned more about number bonds and how to apply them to teen 
numbers. We will finish this unit this month by getting more familiar with the 100s chart and 
counting to 100 by ones, tens, and fives.   

Needless to say we are continuing to practice our addition and subtraction facts every day. 
Please continue to help your child improve on the 21 addition and 21 subtraction facts by 
practicing all the facts on a daily basis.  

Mid-May we will begin our Math unit on Shapes.  Students will learn the names of 2D and 
3D shapes, how to identify them and compare and contrast their attributes.  Students will 
also learn some new shape vocabulary such as: circles, rectangles, triangles, squares, hex-
agon, cylinder, sphere, cube, rectangular prism, pyramid and cone.  The students will also 
learn about faces, sides, vertices and angles. 
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Kindergarten Reminders:  
Upcoming Events 

 5/6-5/10 Teacher Appreciation Week 

 5/18 Waddell Carnival/Running Club Color Run 10-2pm (more info to come) 

 5/22 PTA Meeting Cafeteria 6:30 PM 

Reminders 
 Please empty your child’s backpack and Home-School Folder daily. 

 Please make sure to send in snack on your snack day.  This is extremely important  

 Please send your child’s “Books-in-a-Bag/Pouch” every Friday.  This is very important and helps ensure that your 
child gets new books to read every week. 

 Please send in an extra set of clothes for your child. If your child is sent home with clothes, please send in a new 
outfit the next day.  

 Please help your child learn to tie his/her shoelaces. 

 Boxes of SOFT Tissues are always a welcome donation in the kindergarten classrooms, but NOT mandatory.  

 

First Grade:   

 

It is wonderful to see signs of spring everywhere! 

In Reader’s Workshop we are continuing to read for meaning to learn the lesson the author intended.  This involves 

determining the details that are important in a text and understanding the roles of the main characters and supporting 

characters.  We will also pay close attention to how characters’ feelings change over the course of a story, and when we 

read aloud, we will read with expression.  Our voices will have to convey the voices of the characters (their actions indi-

cate their feelings and, therefore, their voice).  We will spend time comparing texts and sharing and defending our opin-

ions of them. 

 

In Writer’s Workshop, we are moving from writing Realistic Fiction books to an “Independent Writing Project Across 

Genres.” This unit is the perfect send off for students that are almost second-graders. It is meant as a celebration of all 

they have learned this year.  

 

Students will select the type of writing that they want to study. That is, good writers consider what their purpose is and 

who their audience is, and they choose the kind of writing that best matches purpose and audience.   

In Math Workshop, we have been hard at work learning about place value! We are learning to show and compare 

numbers using the digits in the hundreds, tens and ones place. We are using math tools (manipulatives) to visually see 

the representation of the numbers.  

 

During Social Thinking we just finished our unit on “Flexible and Stuck Thinking.”  The next unit will be teaching 

students to “Share Their Imagination” with others in a group. Shared imagination is the ability to imagine what another 

person(s) is thinking, feeling, and/or pretending. Most young kids develop the ability to imagine or pretend to-

gether. It’s the means by which they relate to the thoughts, feelings, and actions of others. To share in what some-

one is imagining is complex processing!         

Happy Mother’s Day!  Enjoy the beautiful weather.  
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Second Grade:  

In writing, second graders have been work-
ing on realistic fiction stories.  This unit fo-
cuses on story structure and emphasizes 
that a good story is comprised of one or two 
small moments or scenes and features ten-
sion.  The students think of a small moment 
that has happened in their own life and then 
they create a character who has a similar 

moment. Students bring the story to life by demonstrating how this charac-
ter would feel, what problems might occur and how the problem will get 
solved. 

 
 

In reading, students started our fables and fairy tale 
unit. They will be comparing different versions of the 
same fairy tale. We will be discussing character traits 
in regards to the main character in well-known fables, 
as well as looking for the message in the story. 
 
 
 

In Math, we continue to work on using strate-
gies to add and subtract numbers within 
1,000.  Students use strategies such as num-
ber lines, partial sums, and place value 
blocks. Furthermore, students demonstrate 
how they can explain their thinking when add-
ing or subtracting numbers.  Students use 
their understanding of number sense, place 
value, and properties of operations to explain 
their thinking. 
 
 
 

We had a great time on our field trip to The New Britain Museum of Ameri-
can Art. Thank you to all the parents who chaperoned on this trip! As al-
ways, thank you for continuing to remind your child to put in their best ef-
fort and complete all their homework. Encourage your child to continue to 
read 20 minutes a day. 
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Third Grade: 
Reading:  

      The students have been working together by forming research clubs and studying various 

topics. They reviewed how to use tools, such as the table of contents, to find subtopics like we 

did earlier in the year in our writing lessons. The students have also had the opportunity to 

cross check facts among various texts to synthesize information just like the experts do. While 

doing their research, our 3rd graders have learned to use vocabulary that is specific to the top-

ic they are studying, while asking continuous questions like an expert researcher. 

We will soon be moving to our final unit in Reading, which will be our content literacy 

unit on “Manchester: The Silk City.” We will be learning about the people and resources that 

make a community, and we will be learning about what makes our Waddell neighborhood and 

community wonderful! The students will get the opportunity to learn about the deep history 

Manchester has, and will see many historic buildings on the Manchester Walking Tour on May 

2nd, or May 14th.   

Math:  

In Math, we have been focusing on very important lifelong skills related to measurement 

and data. The students have built on their understanding of time to the nearest minute includ-

ing skip counting by 5's, then counting by ones, and using a counting up strategy to determine 

elapsed time. You can help your child practice telling time at home by using an analog clock.  

    The students are developing a better understanding of liquid volume (capacity) and mass 

through the use of a variety of tools, such as pouring liquids between familiar containers and 

standard unit containers to measure volume. Using the scale/number line on the container will 

help students determine volume in liters and milliliters. The students have also used a pan bal-

ance to measure mass in grams and kilograms.  

         For the data portion of the unit, we will focus on reading and making scaled picture 

graphs and scaled bar graphs that represent a data set with several categories.  We have also 

used data from a frequency table to make a pictograph in which a picture or symbol represents 

more than 1 of something.  

       The students will continue to solve word problems. During this unit we have been using 

addition, subtraction, multiplication and division to solve word problems involving volume, 

mass, and data represented in graphs by solving one and two-step "how many more?" and 

"how many less?" problems. 

Writing:  

 In our final  writing unit of the year, our students went back to the classics and studied 

fairy tales, just like the ones that have been told for generations. They learned that writers 

create their own fairy tales by adapting the classic ones, and analyzed multiple versions of a 

tale and asked, “Why might the author have made these versions?” Examples include, the 

classic Gingerbread Man being adapted into the 1992 Fairy Tale of The Stinky Cheese Man. The 

students understand that writers or storytellers adapt fairy tales in meaningful ways by acting 

out their story as they plan, while incorporating a lesson/moral into the tale.  

Important Dates: 

 May 2nd and 14th- Field Trip- Manchester Walking Tour 

 May 22nd- Field Trip-Instrument Demo Concert @ MHS 9:05- 11:00 
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Fourth Grade: 
Dear 4th Grade Families,  

 

 In Math, we spent time linking fractions to decimals.  Your child can now add and sub-

tract decimal fractions and compare decimals using two different strategies.  Please continue 

to have your child practice their basic facts.  They can go online and practice on  Fastt Math 

and Xtra Math at home.  Our goal is to have 4th graders master all four operations by June! 

In Reading, students are finishing historical fiction book clubs. We have spent a great 

deal of time discussing perspectives and themes. Our next unit is exploring the different re-

gions of the United States. Students will be able to pick a region to explore further.  

In Writing, students finished work on their nonfiction books.  While this unit is focused 

on informational writing, students are given the opportunity to apply various styles of writing 

to create a book of their own!  Ask your child what their topic was.  

 We have been preparing students for the SBAC test. It is extremely important that stu-

dents get a good night's rest, have a hearty breakfast, and arrive to school on time! 

 

Just a reminder that we have several field trips scheduled for the end of the year. More 

trips/picnics may still be scheduled. If you are interested in chaperoning please make sure 

your applications have been submitted no later than April 26th! Contact your child’s class-

room teacher for more information.  

 

 May 16th- Bennett (no chaperones required) 

 May 28- (Ginn, Golino, Gatmaitan) Goodwin River Academy 

 May 31- (Blundo, Beaulieu, Krowlikowski) Goodwin River 

Academy   

 June 6th- New Britain Museum of Art 

 June 12th- State Capital 
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Art News 

Happenings from the Art room with Mrs. Nelson & Mr. Davies 

 

Kindergarten: Mrs. Nelson 

Kindergarten students used basic shapes to create their pig after listening 
to The Three Little Pigs. the next class they learned how to   print using  a 
rectangular shape to make a brick house for their pig who escaped the Big 
bad wolf! 

 

Kindergarten: Mr. Davies 

Continuing their study of shape recognition and learning to cut circular 
forms. Kindergartners in Mr Davies class have been studying the art of Kan-
dinsky, particularly his work with con-
centric circles. The Kindergartners 
transformed these concentric circular 
forms into a spring display. 
 
 
 
 
 
.First Grade: Mr. Davies 

First graders in Mr davies class have been exploring the technique and purpose behind print making by 
using scratch foam boards to create a relief print.    

 

First Grade: Mrs. Nelson 

This lesson was a busy one! Students used bilateral symmetry  to 
design their vase shape. They then used primary colors to paint the 
secondary colors and added patterns  when dry. The final step was 
adding soft texture for the pussy willow branches in this spring still 
life!  

 

Second grade: Mrs. Nelson 

Second grades learned how to take a two dimensional shape (a di-
nosaur drawing) and turn it into a three dimensional 
dinosaur by using cuts, slits and tabs mading  their dinosaur stand 

up and become three dimensional.  They then 
took a separate paper to create a habitat for 
the dinosaur, cut and folded that as well to 
make a triarama. They really enjoyed these 
and I think that they came out great!  
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Art News Cont... 

 

Mr. Davies   Second graders are making paper sculptures of lady bugs and 
incorporating weaving into the ladybug design.  
 

Third Grade: Mr. Davies 

Mr Davies’ third graders have just finished their abstract Koi fish work 
where they practiced the technique of fading and shading using watercolor 
pencils. 

 
 
Third Grade:  Mrs. Nelson 

The 3rd graders are doing an amazing job “drawing with thread” also known 
as embroidery.  We looked at examples from around the world and then 
planned their design. The next several classes students are walking right in 
and getting to work -they are so motivated!!  They have learned the life skill 
of threading a needle, making a running stitch, satin stitch and some are sew-
ing on a button(s) all while creating art! 

 
Fourth Grade: Mrs. Nelson 

 Students practiced mixing paint to make several values of one  color. 
They then applied this to a landscape they designed such as a forest, 
mountains or desert.  Using the various shades of value correctly helps 
create depth in a landscape. The lighter tints in the background and 
then darker values the closer the viewer gets to the foreground. This is 
also known as Aerial perspective.  
 
 

 
Fourth Grade:  Mr. Davies                               
       Fourth Graders are have just started a new unit where they are exploring 
the work of Vincent VanGogh. Students will do observational drawings based 
on famous VanGogh paintings and paint them. 

 
 
 

Thank you, 

Mrs. Nelson and Mr. Davies 
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    Music News 

Kindergarten: 

 

Kindergarten students have continued work-
ing on beat and rhythms and have been focusing on 
circle games and movement activities. They have 
continued working on voice exploration and using 
their singing voices.  Books are often read at the end 
of class. Examples: Violet’s Music, Over in the Mead-
ow, Kitty Alone, and Singing in the Rain. 

 

To Do at home: Have your child follow the path 
with their voice!  
 

1st Grade: 
 

Our first grade students have been focusing on movement activities and playing small percussion instru-
ments as well as continuing to practice the beat to various musical styles.  They have also continued echoing, 
creating, decoding and reading rhythmic patterns. 

They have been singing songs and practicing echo songs. They have also helped create new verses to the 
song Aiken Drum. 

 

To Do at home: Have your child sing the song for you and 

create new verses by describing Aiken’s body using food 

items. :)  

2nd Grade: 

Second grade students have continued rhythmic work 
related to beat and rhythm patterns.  Students have 
been playing a rhythm card game and practicing 
rhythms in a variety of activities.. They have begun 

learning how to write du-de patterns. 
 

RHYTHM EXAMPLE: 

 
 
 
 
 

Second grade students have continued working on being tuneful and using their singing voices with 
skill.  Students have been experiencing: singing and listening to music, (vocal and orchestral), movement/

dance activities and singing call and response songs.    CALL and RESPONSE example:  
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    Music News Cont... 
 
 

Third Grade: 

Third grade students have continued working on beat and rhythms, playing some card games 
and participating in other rhythmic activities. They have been working on writing rhythm 
notes accurately and beginning to learn about the music staff. They have begun rhythm as-
sessments. They are learning about the families of instruments so they can be knowledgeable 
about the instruments that they might want to play next year in fourth grade. And as always, 

they have continued using their singing voices.   

 

    RHYTHM EXAMPLE: 

 
 

Fourth Grade: 

  Fourth grade students have been continuing beat and rhythm work in a variety of 
ways. They are learning about the music staff and singing and reading Mi Re Do patterns. 
They are beginning to learn about dynamic markings (loud and soft) and have been learning 
how to write rhythm notes accurately.  They are beginning rhythm assessments. 

 

 
Musically, Mrs. Bundy and Mrs. Dickinson 
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May Physical Education News 

 

P.E. Happenings  

 

We are currently finishing our adventure education and cooperatives unit.  Stu-

dents have completed basic climbs on the rock wall and 

are moving toward completing a throwing challenge on 

the wall and ending the unit with a climbing obstacle 

course!  

 

Other stations students have been working on have 

been basketball, beach ball volleyball, scooters, cup 

stacking, popper pop and catch, and scoops and balls!  

* Ask your scholar to explain these stations to you!  

 

Future Happenings 

 

Field Day is on May 30th  

Rain Date is June 4th  

A Filed Day notice will be coming home with the times of the grade levels soon!  
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STEM News 

 

Kindergarten 

Kindergarten students finished their weather unit by creating a 
plan to help them stay safe in a storm. They watched weather 
forecast videos that were created by third graders, and then made 
plans to protect themselves from wind, rain or snow, and light-
ning. Students were prepared when we had a storm drill at school 

recently, and followed the school plan very responsibly. Ask your child: How can you tell if a 
storm is coming? 

 

1st Grade 

First graders are learning about what plants need to survive.  Through a series of investiga-
tions, they are discovering that, just like animals, plant parts have spe-
cific functions that help the plant survive. They also examined differ-
ent types of seeds, and then planted them to watch how they grow. 
Ask your child: Do seeds need soil to sprout? 

 
 
 

2nd Grade 

Second graders are curious about what affects plant growth. In teams, 
they raised testable questions about plants and then planned investi-
gations to find the answers. First, they had to identify which variable 
to test, how to measure results and how to record data. Ask your 
child: What question about plants is your team investigating? 

 

3rd Grade 

Third graders finished their unit on weather by researching a type of severe weather. After-
wards they worked on a script for a weather forecast and then utilized the green screen room 
to film a weather forecast. Now students are beginning to learn about force and motion. Ask 
your child how they connected a ride down the slide in school to force and motion. 
 

4th Grade 

Fourth grade scientists have begun a unit on energy and motion. They have learned about po-
tential and kinetic energy and how energy is transferred from one object to another. They will 
learn about different types of energy and will do hands on activities for each. We are excited 
for our upcoming field trip to the CT River Academy! Ask your child what they think they will 
see along the bank of the Connecticut River as they cruise down it in May. 
 
 



 14 

LIBRARY NEWS 

April Showers Bring May Flowers Book Worms 

 

Spring is a wonderful time to enjoy a great book. Here are some reading tips from us! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Makerspace room is a big hit with students! Students get to use an idea from our 
monthly maker mats, or create something from their own imagination. We are always in 
need of crafting supplies (ie. tissue boxes, cereal boxes, yarn, tissue paper). 

  

Keep Reading! 

Ms. Torres and Mrs. Johnson 

  

Visit our library web page! Click the link and choose Waddell. 

https://destiny.mpspride.org/ 

 

https://destiny.mpspride.org/
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